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SANCTUARY


Webster's Dictionary gives five primary definitions to the word sanctuary:

(1) a consecrated place: 
(2) the most sacred part of a religious building (such as the part of a Christian church in which the altar is placed)
(3) the room in which general worship services are held 
(4) a place of refuge and protection 
(5) a place of immunity from the law 


Joshua 20:1-6
"1 Then the LORD said to Joshua,
2 "Say to the people of Israel, 'Appoint the cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you through Moses,
3 that the manslayer who strikes any person without intent or unknowingly may flee there. They shall be for you a refuge from the avenger of blood.
4 He shall flee to one of these cities and shall stand at the entrance of the gate of the city and explain his case to the elders of that city. Then they shall take him into the city and give him a place, and he shall remain with them.
5 And if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not give up the manslayer into his hand, because he struck his neighbor unknowingly, and did not hate him in the past.
6 And he shall remain in that city until he has stood before the congregation for judgment, until the death of him who is high priest at the time. Then the manslayer may return to his own town and his own home, to the town from which he fled." (ESV)


Psalm 46:1-11
"1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5 God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when morning dawns. 
6 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 
8 Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he burns the chariots with fire. 
10 "Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!" 
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah" (ESV)

The Hebrew word for fortress is "misgab" Defintion: "a cliff or other lofty inaccessible place; a place of altitude, a refuge, a defense, a tower, or high fort."


Isaiah 44:9-20
"9 All who fashion idols are nothing, and the things they delight in do not profit. Their witnesses neither see nor know, that they may be put to shame.
10 Who fashions a god or casts an idol that is profitable for nothing?
11 Behold, all his companions shall be put to shame, and the craftsmen are only human. Let them all assemble, let them stand forth. They shall be terrified; they shall be put to shame together.
12 The ironsmith takes a cutting tool and works it over the coals. He fashions it with hammers and works it with his strong arm. He becomes hungry, and his strength fails; he drinks no water and is faint.
13 The carpenter stretches a line; he marks it out with a pencil. He shapes it with planes and marks it with a compass. He shapes it into the figure of a man, with the beauty of a man, to dwell in a house.
14 He cuts down cedars, or he chooses a cypress tree or an oak and lets it grow strong among the trees of the forest. He plants a cedar and the rain nourishes it.
15 Then it becomes fuel for a man. He takes a part of it and warms himself; he kindles a fire and bakes bread. Also he makes a god and worships it; he makes it an idol and falls down before it.
16 Half of it he burns in the fire. Over the half he eats meat; he roasts it and is satisfied. Also he warms himself and says, "Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire!"
17 And the rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and worships it. He prays to it and says, "Deliver me, for you are my god!"
18 They know not, nor do they discern, for he has shut their eyes, so that they cannot see, and their hearts, so that they cannot understand.
19 No one considers, nor is there knowledge or discernment to say, "Half of it I burned in the fire; I also baked bread on its coals; I roasted meat and have eaten. And shall I make the rest of it an abomination? Shall I fall down before a block of wood?"
20 He feeds on ashes; a deluded heart has led him astray, and he cannot deliver himself or say, "Is there not a lie in my right hand?" (ESV)


"Selah" Defitnion: "a suspension of music; a pause."


Psalm 46:11
"11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah" (ESV)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
